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Overview/Background

• Funding: Fiscal Year 2019 USDA Farm to School grant

• Development by Pennsylvania Department of Education and Penn State 

University (Project PA)

• Aims

• Promote the use of seasonally available PA products in schools, child-

care centers, and summer feeding sites

• Highlight a PA product each month and develop promotional materials 

for each item

• Provide students with local and healthy products

• Support PA farmers and producers



Program Development

• Reviewed existing Harvest of the Month (HOM) websites/materials from 

other states

• Conference calls with 8 out-of-state and 5 in-state HOM programs

• Conference calls with 6 PA produce distributors and one producer, attended 

producer meeting

• Two Zoom meetings and one presentation/discussion to gather input from 50 

school food service directors.

• HOM items

• HOM materials – type and style



• Logo

• Calendar

• Pilot test February 2020 (North 

Hills SD, Chichester SD, & 

Wallenpaupack SD) 

• Website and materials

Program Development



Materials 

• Posters

• Fact sheets

• Family newsletters

• Serving line signage

• Table tents

• Sample social media posts

• Recipes

• Image graphics



Next Steps

• Continue collaboration with SNAPA to promote PA HOM

• Teaches Tuesdays webinars December 8, January 12, March 16

• SNAPA 2021 Conference

• Complete program development and roll-out for 2020-2021 School 

Year

• Monthly e-newsletter sent to sponsor school food service contacts

• Collection of “Promising Practices”

• Mid-point and end of school year on-line evaluations with chance to 

win $500 that can be used to implement HOM

• Development of preschool worksheets

• Recipe development…stay tuned!



This project has been funded at least in part with Federal funds from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The contents of this 

publication do not necessarily reflect the view or policies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, nor does mention of trade names, 

commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government or the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the

USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from

discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any 

program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, 

American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, 

hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 

program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 

at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in 

the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 

completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) E-mail: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


